INSIDE OUT

THE ART-SCAPE OF

3 rd t o 8 th M A R C H 2 0 1 8

at LALIT KALA AKADEMI
NEW DELHI

1

INSIDE OUT

THE ART-SCAPE OF

ABHINAV CHOWBEY
3 rd t o 8 th M A R C H 2 0 1 8

at
LALIT KALA AKADEMI

GALLERY NUMBER-3
RABINDRA BHAVAN
35, FEROZESHAH ROAD
NEW DELHI-110001

2

3

INSIDE OUT
The Art-scape of Abhinav Chowbey
“What is Art?
It is the response of man’s creative soul to the call of the
Real.”
– Rabindranath Tagore

Concept Design & Printed at : Archana Advt. Pvt. Ltd., www.archanapress.com

A collage of imagery inundated with opaque forms
in variable flourishes, geometric contours, oddeven lines and inexplicit forms appear on Abhinav
Chowbey’s multi-layered art-scape. Reflective of
the artist’s inner vision, akin to impressionistic
abstract creatives, the works in this collection
appear in a range of variable modes, matters, and
manifestations. Immersed in different colours,
it includes some small works as well as large
ones, along with a selection of three dimensional
experimentations. The spread of paintings and
sculptures, open up Abhinav’s art-scape inside out,
inviting the viewer to look through the work in new
ways of seeing.

All rights are reserved under international copyright conventions. No part of this catalogue may
be reproduced or utilised in any form or by any means, electronic and mechanical, including
photocopying, recording or by any information storage and retrieval system, without prior
permission in writing from the publisher.

Search Within
The multitalented artist who practices as a
musician and a ceramicist, besides painting, draws
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from his roots and upbringing in a family of
professionals keenly engaged in making and
collecting art. This provided him with a fertile
grounding to search within for his experiments
in art. Indian masters S. H. Raza, F. N. Souza,
J. Swaminathan and K. C. S. Paniker, as well as
several contemporary artists’ work has influenced
his creative streak. The exposure to European
art practice during his studies in art, first at the
Goldsmiths and then for graduation in painting
at Wimbledon in London added further impetus
to his search within leading to his choice and
engagement with art as a profession.
The opportunity to have face to face encounter
with original work by western masters in
European museums helped him close in on
the abstract genre in its broad thrust for his art
track. Abhinav felt hooked and decided “this is
what I will pursue” as the choice for his own art
practice.
Evidently given the artist’s avid engagement
with creativity and his search within was the
5

THE CANDLELIGHT GLOW
Oil on Canvas / 24” x 24”
VASE ON A PEDESTAL, RAIN BEHIND
Oil on Canvas / 24” x 24”
CORRESPONDING PAGE
TWO SEATED MEN
Acrylic on Canvas / 20” x 16”
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KALEIDOSCOPE
Acrylic on Canvas / 48” x 48”

trigger that led him on to work in multifarious
modes. His career has routed and expanded
from music, to ceramics to painting, and more
recently the repertoire has extended to threedimensional experiments in figured forms as
bronze sculptures too. The collection in this
exhibition features nearly fifty fresh works in
different media and sizes including paintings and
sculptures. All of them come liberated from the
rigid confines of a fixed genre, as the abstraction
in much of the work can be seen to encompass
impressionistic compositions, with a touch of the
narrative too.
Blissful Paintings
Abhinav’s painterly repertoire in the distinct
genre seems to draw its inspiration from the
prehistoric cave paintings of India as well as
western artists’ work. The striking renditions
bridge eastern spirit as in bindu (dot) symbolizing
the absolute, or shunya (emptiness) the void
8

(as in SH Raza’s work) with western artistic
reminiscences in work by artists such as Paul
Klee, Wassily Kandinsky and Ben Nicholson.
The underlined energy of the work also brings
forth idea of the universe as embedded in the
vernacular and folk cultures from civilizations
around the world.
There is a large spread of blissful paintings
that inspire curiosity. They arouse the viewers
imagination as one tries to fathom and read
through the work. Each abstract creation, though
part of the larger ensemble, stands apart for its
unique form. Marked for their joyful play with
elusive forms and engaging gestural markings
the oeuvre reverberates with ideas. “I start with
an idea and mull over it for some time before
taking to the brush and paint”; says the artist.
Gradually working his way through the canvas,
he strives to remove from the imagery, any
definitive ‘traces of reality’, to borrow a phrase
from Pablo Picasso, who has been one of “my
prime inspirations”.
9

LANDSCAPE FROM THE CLOUDS
Acrylic on Canvas / 48” x 48”

CORRESPONDING PAGE
BLURRY BACKGROUND WITH A POT WITHIN A POT
Acrylic on Canvas / 20” x 16”
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OVERLAPPING FAMILY OF POTS
Acrylic on Canvas / 48” x 48”

This is illustrated in several compositions
featured in the exhibition. The paintings rotating
around the notion of flowers and trees, urban
and rural landscape; in densely and colourfully
painted canvases mostly in acrylic, entail imagery
devoid of any direct representation or specific
objects. There are plenty of vases in multiple
forms, shapes, sizes and palette not in its exact
visual depiction but as variably suggestive
impressions. A recurring feature in Abhinav’s
work, vases denote his fascination with flowers.
“I find the fragrance and beauty of flowers
irresistible and of universal interest”. The work
induces the viewer to imagine and draw from
within, bringing own interpretation to the
painting. The ‘Tree of Life’ rendered in colourful
blocks, lines and squiggles sans any leaves, is
evocative of fullness and joy of life.

REFLECTIONS THROUGH THE STAINED GLASS
Acrylic on Canvas / 48” x 48”
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The circle is another element that seems to
fascinate the artist. “It represents the cyclic
nature of life that takes one back to the beginning
where it all started”. There is subtle and underlaid rendering of familiar codes such as a clock
or candles or fish that come encased in abstract
13

foreground. Whatever the media or the imagery,
the compositions are so constructed that they goad
the viewers to see beyond the naked eye.
Method & Materials
The artist works on several paintings
simultaneously going back and forth for fresh
impetus. Starting with an idea he mulls over it
to interpret, imagine and articulate it as a basic
drawing first. Only then compositions begin to
emerge gradually – suggestive of flowers, vase,
skyline, cityscape and varied landscapes. Some
forms get featured in shadowy close-ups others in
far-off perspectives.
Particular about his palette Abhinav’s artistic
domain breathes and throbs in colours.
Refraining from using the readily available
market colours as such, he takes pains to make
his own shades, “in a mix and match of different
colours some bold and others soft, to get the
palette of my choice”. His love for colours comes
through in joyful paintings where colours blend
and juxtapose taking on myriad forms. Intrinsic
and spontaneous in parts the palette is carefully
14

TREE OF LIFE
Acrylic on Canvas / 48” x 48”
CORRESPONDING PAGE
THE PUZZLED POT
Acrylic on Canvas / 20” x 16”
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laid out in the rest. There is a clarity of direction
in his artistic process that serenades meditatively
to emerge in the finished composition. There is
also a touch of the metallic and play of textured
designs in some of the works. Occasionally
a familiar element is added to an otherwise
abstract execution if “the idea comes to my
mind and the composition so demands”.
There are clear imprints of the artist’s interest
and engagement with music in the rhythmic
reverberation of the works.
Most of the artist’s painterly imagery comes
inundated with bold portrayal in vibrant
colours. The forms come through in variously

painted smears, lines and marks in multiple
layers though the spectrum denies any definitive
visual reference to an objective reality or clearly
demarcated subject matter. The abstract patterns
in Abhinav’s oeuvre appear rooted in his training
and work as a potter. Signs, simple geometric and
linear forms, symbolic or decorative markings
are added to enhance the abstract compositions.
Somewhat anthropomorphic the work represents
a fine assimilation of abstraction with surrealism
and a touch of constructivism, straddling
between totems and zen, dreamy and childlike.
The application of diverse materials, colours,
forms and textures in the spread here points to
the artist’s prudent approach to his art practice.

ABOVE LEFT
FISH IN THE POND
Acrylic on Canvas / 48” x 48”
ABOVE RIGHT
CRYSTALLIZED REFLECTIONS
Acrylic on Canvas / 36” x 36”
CORRESPONDING PAGE
THE PUZZLED POT
Acrylic on Canvas / 20” x 16”
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It endows the work a sensuousness together with
a pristine aura as it sings a different lyric and
melody to each viewer.
The exhibition features artworks created mostly
during the last couple of years. It is the artist’s
second solo exhibition in India. Most of the
paintings here are in acrylic on canvas though
there is also a suite in oil on canvas and a few
paintings on paper. The rich variety within the
genre highlights the young artist’s remarkable
ability to play with imagery, palette, composition,
size and texture in various media and sizes.

THE BEAUTY UNDERGROUND
Acrylic on Canvas / 20” x 16”
CORRESPONDING PAGE
A VASE WITHIN A VASE
Acrylic on Canvas / 20” x 16”
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ABOVE LEFT
STILL LIFE WITH VASES
Acrylic on Canvas / 36” x 36”
ABOVE RIGHT
A MAZE OF POTS
Acrylic on Canvas / 36” x 36”
CORRESPONDING PAGE
BLURRY BACKGROUND WITH A POT WITHIN A POT
Acrylic on Canvas / 20” x 16”
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THE SLANTED POTS
Acrylic on Canvas / 20” x 16”

UNFOCUSSED BACKGROUND WITH MARBLES IN A POT
Acrylic on Canvas / 20” x 16”

CORRESPONDING PAGE
VASE IN THE CORNER OF THE ROOM
Acrylic on Canvas / 20” x 16”
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ABOVE RIGHT
VASE RESTING ON BLURRY CLOUDS
Oil on Canvas / 36” x 36”
ABOVE LEFT
TWO BOYS AND THE FATHER
Acrylic on Canvas / 24” x 24”
TWO SLEEPY BOYS
Acrylic on Canvas / 36” x 36”
CORRESPONDING PAGE
CRYSTAL PERFUME BOTTLE
Acrylic on Canvas / 20” x 16”
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LANDSCAPE FROM THE CLOUDS
Acrylic on Canvas / 36” x 36”
CORRESPONDING PAGE
THE HEART OF FLOWER
Acrylic on Canvas / 20” x 16”
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FLOWER LOOKING UP TO THE SKY
Oil on Canvas / 36” x 36”
TREE OF LIFE
Acrylic on Canvas / 48” x 48”
CORRESPONDING PAGE
LOTS OF POTS
Oil on Canvas / 36” x 36”
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JOINT POTS
Acrylic on Canvas / 24” x 24”
THREE POTTED FAMILY
Acrylic on Canvas / 24” x 24”
FAMILY OF VASES
Acrylic on Canvas / 24” x 24”
CORRESPONDING PAGE
THE GLOBE AND THE BOOK
Acrylic on Canvas / 20” x 16”
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THE ARMY OF CIRCLES
Acrylic on Canvas / 36” x 36”
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LANDSCAPE FROM THE CLOUDS 2
Acrylic on Canvas / 36” x 36”
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BRONZE SCULPTURE
30.5 cm L x 30 cm W x 10.2 cm H

Figured Forms
The versatile artist - a musician, a ceramicist and above
all a painter, has more recently extended his repertoire to
include three-dimensional experiments in figured forms
as bronze sculptures. Central to many of his sculptures is
Ghasiram, “a pet tortoise in my maternal grandparents’
house in Indore, rescued by my grandfather when found
lying injured on the roadside nearly 70 years ago”.
Ghasiram with whom Abhinav played as a child, “is
etched in my mind”. The artist recalls the reptile with its
shell covering, in variable figuration of different shapes,
postures, sizes and textures. Abhinav’s own engagement
as a musician comes through in the group of sculptures
adorning musical expressions. The tortoise ensemble
depicted as seven choir singers denoting seven notes and
a conductor, appears engrossed in singing. There are
some sculptures figured with their mouths wide open.
One of the form which has a big humanlike head seems
to reflect confused expressions while the one with closed
eyes is expressive of the need for “sensitivity towards the
physically challenged”.
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BRONZE SCULPTURE – 2018

The easy going, patient, and wise tortoise ilk with their soft inner and
sturdy outer shell that gives them a long lifespan, comes through in these
bronze sculptures.

BRONZE SCULPTURE
30.3 cm L x 30.3 cm W x 10.3 cm H
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BRONZE SCULPTURE
30 cm L x 30 cm W x 10.2 cm H
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The character of the easy going, patient, and wise
tortoise ilk with their soft inner and sturdy outer shell that
gives them a long lifespan, comes through in these bronze
sculptures. There is also a mythical and environmental
layering in the work that recalls the creature’s association
with the origin and creation of the universe as in Amrit
Manthan (churning of the ocean for nectar). The artist
takes pains to ingrain the sturdiness and wrinkled body
of the reptile in his play with textures in these sculptural
re-incarnations. Ghasiram, the tortoise, is given an
interesting spin in the creative interpretations that bring
the real in an interface with the imagined.

RIGHT
BABY TORTOISE - 2018
8 cm L x 8 cm W x 10 cm H
LEFT
BABY TORTOISE - 2018
8 cm L x 8 cm W x 8 cm H

BRONZE SCULPTURE
10 cm L x 10 cm W x 10 cm H
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BRONZE SCULPTURE
10.7 cm L x 10.7 cm W x 7 cm H

BRONZE SCULPTURE
10.5 cm L x 20 cm W x 10 cm H

BRONZE SCULPTURE
30 cm L x 30 cm W x 10 cm H
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There are also series of heads, some of which
adorn elongated necks or torsos. The elongated
heads look upwards to the sky, perhaps in search
of some divine intervention. Part animal part
human, they seem anthropomorphic entities
belonging to the outer world or possibly inspired
by scriptures. Other figures seem to be staring at,
or talking to each other or perhaps just shouting
at the top of their voice calling for attention.
Some of them look scary or are they shocked at
what they see of human suffering and the world
around?

MOTHER TORTOISE

BRONZE SCULPTURE
40 cm L x 40.8 cm W x 30 cm H
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Part animal part human, the creatures seem anthropomorphic
entities belonging to the outer world or possibly inspired by
scriptures.

BABY BOY SITTING ON THE TURTLE
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BRONZE SCULPTURE
50.5 cm L x 50 cm W x 60 cm H

47

Enriched by textural markings on the surface, the bronze
sculptures make an engaging collection.

SINGING WITH CHOIR SINGER
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BRONZE SCULPTURE
20.8 cm L x 20.3 cm W x 40 cm H

49

RATH YATRA
11.4 cm L x 9 cm W x 7 cm H

RATH YATRA
10.6 cm L x 8 cm W x 10.3 cm H

BABY TORTOISE
10 cm L x 10.4 cm W x 6 cm H

BABY TORTOISE
10 cm L x 10 cm W x 5 cm H
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SEVEN COIR SINGER
4 cm W x 9 cm H
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Enriched by a range of textural markings on the surface,
the bronze sculptures make an engaging collection. The
rough edges and exquisite patina add to their appeal and
mark the artist’s ability to handle different media and
materials with equal élan. The paintings and sculptures
in diverse genres as featured in this exhibition, make a
substantial and remarkable collection. The young artist
Abhinav Chowbey with his sound grounding and ability
to experiment and look inside out, has his track all laid
out as one looks forward to more such significant work
coming from his atelier in the future.

BRONZE SCULPTURE

BRONZE SCULPTURE
10.3 cm L x 10 cm W x 10.3 cm H
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BABY TORTOISE - Bronze Sculpture
10.4 cm L x 8 cm W x 8 cm H

BABY TORTOISE - Bronze Sculpture
10.7 cm L x 10 cm W x 10.2 cm H
BRONZE SCULPTURE
10.9 cm L x 10.5 cm W x 10.4 cm H
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CHOIR SINGERS

CHOIR SINGER
30.9 cm H
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THE CONDUCTOR
20.2 cm H

CHOIR SINGER
30.9 cm H
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CHOIR SINGER
30.3 cm H x 10 cm D
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CHOIR SINGER
40.5 cm H x 10 cm D

CHOIR SINGER
40.4 cm H x 10 cm D

CHOIR SINGER
40.5 cm H x 10 cm D

CHOIR SINGER
40.6 cm H x 10 cm D
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ABHINAV CHOWBEY
DATE OF BIRTH
11th January, 1984
EDUCATION
• Studied in St. Columba’s School, New Delhi till Grade 7

SHOWS
• Group Show at Galerie Pettilon in Utrecht, Netherlands, 2008
• Group Show at Remadhav Art, New Delhi, 2009
• Group Show Perspective 2011, Deshpande Kala Academy,
Mumbai, May 2011

• Studied in Delhi Public School, New Delhi, henceforth

• Group Show Monsoon Sutra, Hungarian Information and
Cultural Centre, New Delhi, September 2011

• Successfully completed the SWIFT course from NIIT, New
Delhi

• Group Exhibition Vision, Deshpande Kala Academy, Mumbai,
January 2012.

• Studied at the Vatel Institute, Gurgaon for Hotel Management

• Solo Show “Bhairavi” Chawla Art Gallery, New Delhi in March
2012

• Did a course in Trinity College, London, in Jazz
• Continues to learn pottery at Delhi Blue Pottery
• Painting since 2007
• Completed the Art Foundation course at Goldsmith’s
College, London

• Group show of Chawla Art Gallery (jointly hosted by Global
Art Hub and Amba Dalmia Foundation) at New Delhi in
April 2014
• Art Residency in Hungary in June 2017
• Group Show in Chawla Art Gallery September 2017

• Bachelor’s in Fine Art at Wimbledon College of Art, London
INTERESTS
• Formal training in playing the tabla, since childhood
• Keen interest in playing the drums
• Part of “Euphoria”, a National Rock band
• Solo performances on the drums on a private as well as
public sphere
• Sculpture and painting occupy a large portion of time and
effort for the last 3 years
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WRITE-UP
Abhinav’s interest in Arts has been evident since childhood, mainly
in the sphere of performing arts. He has formal training in playing
the tabla and took on to playing the drums in 1998. Since then, he
has had many performances and exposure in the field of music as he
joined the rock band, “Euphoria”. Simultaneously, his interest in pottery
grew and found an outlet of expression in another form of art. He
joined Delhi Blue Pottery where he produced a number of pieces on
the wheel as well as otherwise. Gradually he took interest in painting
and found a definite medium of expression using paints and brushes.
Abhinav has participated in group shows in India and abroad. He lives
and works in New Delhi.
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www.abhinavchowbey.com |abhinav.chowbey@gmail.com | 9873447111

